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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice of Amendment 

In response to the amendment filed on July 22, 2008, amended claims 2-3, 6, 9, 
20, 22, 24 and 26; canceled claiml and new claim 27-28 are acknowledged. The 
current rejections of the claims are withdrawn. The following new grounds of rejection 
are set forth: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 20 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Claim 20 recites " wherein the central control 
unit is configured to receive output signals and relay received input signals without 
conversion of the received input signals to command protocols of the least two 
medically applicable apparatuses". However, contradicting this limitation, applicant 
states that "one or more processors 21 can be provided in the central control unit 2, to 
convert the control signals coming from the screen 4 into formats corresponding to the 
respective control apparatus 3a-3d, which can be forwarded to the corresponding 
control apparatus 3a-3d via the lines 5a-5d (see paragraph 0034 of applicant's 
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specification). Thus, it is unclear how it is claimed that the control unit relays input 
signals to the medical apparatuses without conversation of these signals, when the 
specification clearly states that at least one processor receives inputted control signals, 
converts the control signals into formats corresponding to the respective at least two 
control apparatuses, and transfers the converted control signals to the at least two 
control apparatuses to control the at least two medically applicable instruments. 

Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Claim 27 recites "wherein the central control unit is configured to receive input signals 
from the at least one input device and forward the received input signals to the at least 
two control apparatuses without controlling the medically applicable apparatuses." It is 
unclear how the system would work if the central control unit does not ultimately control 
the medical apparatus. As disclosed by the applicant, the central control system 
receives inputted control signals, which are then transferred to the at least two control 
apparatuses to control the at least two medically applicable instruments (see paragraph 
0034 of applicant's specification). Thus, the central control system does in fact 
passively control the medical instruments. If the central control system fails to transfer 
the inputted signal to the control apparatuses, then the medical instruments will never 
receive any inputted signals and thus can not be controlled via the inputted signals from 
the input device. If no inputted signals are received to control the medical instruments 
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then the main objective of the system appears to be defeated. It is unclear what is 
meant by the terminology "without controlling the medically applicable apparatuses". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 2-3, 6, 9-10, 20, 22 and 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,788,688 to Bauer et al. 

In regards to claims 20, Bauer et al. disclose a system comprising: a central 
control unit 66 configured to couple to input and output connections of at least two 
medically applicable instruments 54, 64, 74, 60 via at least two control apparatuses 49, 
44, 46, 48, 50 having different manufacturer-specific command protocols and 
associated command protocol software (see Col. 3, Lines 1-20); and a common output 
display device 70 coupled to the central control unit via a bus, wherein the bus provides 
electrical separation between the common output display device and the central control 
unit (see Fig. 3); at least one input device 70 coupled to the central control unit and 
configured to receive operator input (see Fig. 4); wherein the central control unit is 
configured to receive output signals from the at least two control apparatuses and adapt 
the received output signals for display on the common output display device, and the 
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central control unit is configured to receive input signals from the at least one input 
device and relay the received input signals to the at least two control apparatuses (see 
Fig. 2 Col. 7, Lines 5-35); and wherein the central control unit is configured to receive 
output signals and relay received input signals without conversion of the received input 
signals to command protocols of the least two medically applicable apparatuses (see 
Fig. 1). 

In regards to claim 22, Bauer et al. disclose a system, wherein the common 
output display device 70 is a single input and output display device comprised of a 
single touch screen display (see Figs. 2-3 and CO. 9, Lines 1-52). 

In regards to claim 24, Bauer et al. disclose a system, a system including at 
least two medically applicable apparatuses 54, 64, 74, 60, the medically applicable 
apparatuses each being coupled to a different control apparatus 44, 46, 48, 50 (see Fig. 
2), the control apparatuses having different manufacturer-specific input and output 
specifications, a central interface unit 66 coupled to input and output connections of said 
at least two control apparatuses (see Fig. 1 and Col 3, Lines 1-20), wherein the central 
interface unit includes at least one processor 78 that is configured to convert different 
manufacturer-specific display information and/or image formats from the control 
apparatuses into a predetermined, defined image format for display on a common 
output display device 68 (see Col. 7, Lines 50-67), wherein the central interface unit is 
configured to provide selective display of output data from the medically applicable 
apparatuses alone or in combination on the common output display device (see Col. 8, 
Lines 1-15). 
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In regards to claim 25, Bauer et al. disclose a system, wherein the central 
interface unit provides for selective display of data from different medically applicable 
apparatuses alone or in combination on the single output display device (see Fig. 2 and 
Col. 3, Lines 20-37 and Col. 4, Lines 28-33). 

In regards to claims 27-28, Bauer et al. disclose a system comprising a central 
control unit 66 configured to couple to input and output connections of at least two 
medically applicable instruments 54, 64, 74, 60 via at least two control apparatuses 
having 44, 46, 48, 50 different manufacturer-specific command protocols and 
associated command protocol software (see Fig. 1 and Col 3, Lines 1-20); a common 
output display device 68 coupled to the central control unit via a bus, wherein the bus 
provides electrical separation between the common output display device and the 
central control unit; and at least one input device 70 coupled to the central control unit 
and configured to receive operator input; wherein the central control unit is configured to 
receive input signals from the at least one input device and forward the received input 
signals to the at least two control apparatuses without controlling the medically 
applicable apparatuses (see Fig. 2 and Col. 3, Lines 20-37 and Col. 4, Lines 28-33). 

In regards to claim 26, Bauer et al. disclose a system, wherein the input device 
70, the common output device 54, and the at least two medically applicable instruments 
are positioned in an operating theater 32, and the central control unit 66 and the at least 
two control apparatuses are positioned outside the operating theater (see Fig. 1 and 
Col. 6, Lines 30-35). 
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In regards to claim 2, Bauer et al. disclose a system, wherein the central control 
unit includes at least one processor 78, which converts different display information 
and/or image formats into a predetermined, defined image format (see Figs. 3 and Col. 
7, line 50 -Col. 8, Line 15). 

In regards to claim 3, Bauer et al. disclose a system, wherein the at least two 
control apparatuses coupled to the at least two medical apparatus are provided in a 
rack 42 (see Fig. 1 and Col. 6, Lines 50-53). 

In regards to claim 6, Bauer et al. disclose a system, wherein the input device 
70 comprises a touch pad (see Fig. 4). 

In regards to claim 9, Bauer et al. disclose a system, further comprising a 
storage device 80, 82 (see Fig. 3). The word "for" in the claim may be properly 
interpreted as "capable of," and "capable of does not require that reference actually 
teach the intended use of the element, but merely that the reference does not make it 
so it is incapable of performing the intended use. 

In regards to claim 10, Bauer et al. disclose a system, wherein at least one 
device 68 forming the system being mounted to a ceiling of an associated operating 
room (see Fig. 1 and Col. 4, Lines 28-33). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-3, 6, 9-10, 20, 22 and 24-28 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MATTHEW J. KASZTEJNA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda CM. Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/M. J. K.I /Linda C Dvorak/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3739 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3739 
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